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This paper describes a lexical system developed for the main task of Question 
Answering for Machine Reading Evaluation 2013 (QA4MRE). This task presents the 
challenge of Natural Language Understanding, evaluated through multiple choice 
questions.
The presented system executes the preprocessing of test documents, and generates 
hypotheses consisting of the question text combined with text from possible answers 
for the question. The hypotheses are compared to sentences from the text by means 
of a set similarity measure. The k best similarity scores obtained by each hypothesis 
are averaged and serve as a ranking score for the hypothesis. Two variations of the 
system were utilized, one of them employing coreference resolution techniques in 
order to take advantage of discourse structure on the question answering process. 
The system generated a c@1 score of 0.30 on the best run, which evidences room for 
considerable improvements on the task, both by the improvement of the lexical 
strategies employed, through the development of semantic strategies aiming at textual 
and logic inference, as well as by using domain-specific knowledge extracted from the 
background collections. We believe that the presented system should serve as a solid 
base for the development of a semantic approach on the task.
